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KatherineCurtis'Stethem,sister-in-lawof a murdered Seabee, on Germany's insult to America

Atravesty of justice occurred
last month as Germany quiet-

I ly released Mohammed Ali
Hamadi, a Hezbollah terrorist

convicted in the brutal murder of Unit-
ed States Navy Diver Robert Dean
Stethem during the 1985 hijacking of
TWA flight 847. Who can forget the
words of pilot JOMTestrake, "They have
just shot a passenger. I repeat: They have
just shot a passenger." Who can forget
the image of a young American being
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'The Feeling ofBetrayal~
shoved out of a plane onto the tarmac?

The feeling of betrayal by the Ger-
man government, our supposed ally, is
overwhelming. Commutation of a con-
victed murderer's sentence is bad
enough, but to grant him safe passage
back to his native country is uncon-
scionable. For 20 years, this family has
had to live with the knowledge that the
other three terrorists associated with
the hijacking remain at large. AliAtwa,
Hasan Izz-al-Din,and Imad Mughniyah

have, with the assistance of rogue na-
tions, consistently eluded capture.

Hamadi was arrested in 1987 in what
was then West Germany for possession
of liquid 'explosives in Frankfurt air-
port. Chancellor Kohl denied President
Reagan's requests for extradition. The
United States was assured, however, of
the strictest of sentences contingent
upon conviction.The trial began in July
of 1988.The West German government
spent millions of dollars related to se-

curity for this trial. They certainly con-
sidered Hezbollah enough of a threat to
spend an exorbitant amount of money
for security. In May of 1989, Hamadi
was found guilty of air piracy and the
murder of Robert Stethem. He was also
found guilty of possession of liquid ex-
plosives in West Germany. This man is a
dangerous criminal. Germany has re-
leased an obvious threat back into the
world. Hamadi is in his early 40s;he has
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